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From Pastor Ortiz:

“But you must return to your God; maintain love

and justice, and wait for your God.”

Hosea 12:6

Welcome to February my dear friends! We are quickly moving from Epiphany to the celebration

of St. Valentine on February 14, to the season of Lent that begins with Ash Wednesday on

February 22. Although the middle of the month is typically reserved for feelings of love and

romance, around that time this year the church is also invited to return to the God of love and

faithfulness. 

“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in

stead fast love, and abounding in stead fast love.” Those are the words of the Gospel

acclamation during Lent. We are going to use them to remind us of the need for us to seek God

as we obeyed Him. 

The solemn 40 days journey of Lent is an invitation for us to reflect on the reality of our

mortality. We do this so that we are prepared to receive the life that God has for us in Christ,

and to receive it to its full meaning. As I mention, the season of Lent begins with Ash

Wednesday and the imposition of ashes. In the Lutheran church the purpose of the imposition of

ashes is to call to mind the curse given to Adam by God after the Fall in Genesis 3:19, “By the

sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were

taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

The word Lent comes from the old English word for ‘spring.’ I heard somebody call it the “spring

training” for the Christians as we are tutored in repentance, faith, and holy living. The season

has been kept as a time for devotion and self-examination that comes forth from a faithful heart

that seeks God’s Words and draws life and hope from it. Indeed, this will be an opportunity for

us to look inward as we reflect upon the things of God and the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf.

So, bring on the ashes! … Thanks be to God.

See you in church,

Pastor Eliezer Ortiz, Interim



Time for Healing: The February 5 Worship will include a time for

healing where you are invited to come forward and be anointed and

prayers will be offered for you.  The church embraces the ministry of

healing as a important way of bringing the loving care of God to

people in their need.

Sunday School on Sunday, February 5 and 19 will be the days 

for Sunday School.

Women of the Word will be meeting February 28 at 7pm at

church to discuss The Yada Yada Prayer Group by Neta Jackson.

Book will be available to share, and it is also accessible in audio

and digital forms. 

The Human Needs Grant Committee of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church has

awarded Mt. Olivet $1880 for 2022. $1480 will go toward Sleep Space Project and $300

towards Energy Saving Program and $100 towards water filtering project. Gene Grell

and Theresa Burns represented Mt. Olivet January 15 at their worship service to receive

the award.

ASH Wednesday is February 22. There will be a service at 7pm. 

Those wished to get ashes during the day can come to the church

between noon and one pm.

Lenten Season: By February 19 bring crosses to hang or sit on the

Fellowship Tables for the Lenten Season.

Prayer List

Prayers are powerful and as a church we want to be sure that whenever

anyone in our family is hurting we are lifting them up in prayer. So

please feel free to contact any of our church council members with any

prayer concerns you may have.   



Worship Leaders & Greeters -February 

5: Reuter

12: Lamms

19: Normans

26: Bonjour

 

Fellowship Treats in January

5: Smiths

12: Brook and James K. Sally Radke

19

26

Flowers for the Sanctuary

Flowers needed ( purchasing-get vases from church and save

money.) There is a Flower Chart in the Fellowship Hall with the

entire year to sign up to bring flowers. 

The Quarter Tube helps the Ministerial Association. 

Bring in you quarters to help out their mission.

 

Tithe.ly app.

It is another way to keep abreast of what is happening at Mt.

Olivet.   To get the Mt. Olivet app you can download Church App -

Tithe.ly from the app store and select our church or just go to the

following link; https://tithely.app.link/mt-olivet-lutheran-

church  Make Mt. Olivet a part of your daily routine. Our website has the current

newsletter and the bulletin for Sunday’s Worship.

Pastor Eliezer  Ortiz has office hours on Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 5pm.  His email is

eliezerdortiz@gmail.com and his cell phone is 786-447-7994.

Theresa Burns, church secretary: 515-975-6102 and email:theresadburns@gmail.com

mailto:eliezerdortiz@gmail.com


Mt. Olivet Church Council Meeting Minutes for January 11, 2023

Call to order

Vice-President Rusty Burgett called the meeting to order at 5:30,

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Darlene will be having shoulder replacement surgery,

Opening Devotion and Prayer

Pastor led a devotion from Habakkuk about complaints and the fact that God is with us.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Becky made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, Roger seconded and the motion was

carried.

Special Presentations & Communications

The Bock Family Foundation grant cycle is open for applications. Roger and Rusty will work on

writing a grant for Sleep Space.

Treasurer’s Report

Tyler presented the Treasurer’s report. Roger made a motion to accept the report as presented,

Linda seconded, and the motion was carried. Tyler then presented the projected budget for next

year. Roger made a motion to approve the budget as presented, Darlene seconded, and the

motion was carried.

Mission and Ministry Reports

• Worship and Fine Arts

Approximately 80 people attended Christmas Eve services, and 25 on Christmas Day.

Thank you to everyone who helped take down Christmas decorations. Opportunities to

serve are set for the next month.

• Faith Formation

No Report

• Social Concerns/Fellowship and Care

No Report

• Property & Long-Range Planning

We are on the waiting list to have two trees removed. A new company has been

retained to do snow removal. Heating units will be programmed.

Pastor’s Report

Pastor Ortiz presented his report and there was discussion on the direction of the church’s

outreach ministry.



Old Business

Rusty and Gene Grell attended the December meeting of the Perry Ministerial organization and

presented the mission of Sleep Space. The goal is to involve all the churches of our community

in providing services to those in need. The members were receptive, and agreed to organize a

sock and underwear drive next month. All members were given a copy of local resources   to

distribute to any people in need of locating social services in our community. A Sleep Space

coordinator is needed from our congregation.

Annual Congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 29, following worship.

Time and Talent sheets will be available at the annual congregational meeting for those who

have not yet filled them out.

New Business

Our church received a  grant from St. Martin’s Episcopal Church for $1880. $1480 will go to

Sleep Space, $300 to energy saving education, and $100 to water filters. 

An agreement with the Perry Piecemakers for use of the facility once a month was approved.

Election of Officers for the year was held. Becky nominated Rusty for President, Roger for Vice-

President, Linda for Secretary. Darlene seconded the motion, and by unanimous vote the slate

was approved.

Money counters for February will be Rusty & Darlene

Next Meeting Date and Time Wednesday, February 15 at 5:30

Mt. Olivet 2023 Church Council Members

Officers: President: Rusty Burgett Vice-president: Roger Niemeyer

Secretary: Linda Huntington

Committee Assignments

Worship and Fine Arts

Becky Reuter, 515-423-7943, becky@reuterfam.com

Darlene Lyons, 717-357-1706, dlyons1941@gmail.com

Property and Long Range Planning

Matt Hardy, 515-341-2630, matthew.hardy@g.perry.k12.ia.us

Rusty Burgett, 515-708-8850, rustyburgett@gmail.com

Social Concerns\Fellowship & Care Committee

Sandy Seeman, Sandy Seeman, 515-438-2322,                                                          

                  seeranch@minburncomm.net

Claire Drizness, 515-726-9636 

Faith Formation

Linda Huntington, 515-669-9799, linda.huntington@g.perry.k12.ia.us

Roger Niemeyer,  515-729-7635, rogerniemeyer9@gmail.com
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