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PRELUDE

Introduction

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is
glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter,
we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God.
We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we
follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we
are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body
and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that
stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s
astounding work.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,

so that all may receive life. This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

Gathering Song ELW#407



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie   

 

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent
our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on
the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your
will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The First Reading is from the 50th Chapter of Isaiah

 4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens
my ear to listen as those who are taught.  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
  and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those
who  struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the  beard; I did not
hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know
that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let
them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me
guilty? The word of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

 

The Responsive Psalm is Psalm 31

 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are
consumed.
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to
 my acquaintances;  when they see me in the street they avoid me.
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 



 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
  I have said, “You are my God.
 15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and
from those who  persecute me.

 16Let your face shine upon your servant;
  save me in your steadfast love.” 

The Second Reading is from the 2nd Chapter of Philippians

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Lenten Acclamation

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew the 21st Chapter

Glory to you, O Lord.

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt
with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you,
just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”
4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion,
 Look, your king is coming to you,
  humble, and mounted on a donkey,
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.” The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message

Sermon



HYMN of the Day ELW #344 APOSTLES CREED

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Healing Service

Laying on of hands and anointing

 

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE MEAL IS SHARED

COMMUNION SONG

THE BLESSING

The body and blood or our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. 

Amen.



Post Communion Canticle

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to
hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

God, the giver of love,  Christ, the resurrection and the life,

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.

Closing Hymn ELW#347



DISMISSAL IN PEACE

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God

SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Eliezer Ortiz Organist: Linda Huntington

Worship Team Leaders: The Stetzels

PRAYER CONCERNS

^ Jill Onnen ^ Doris Bennett

^ Our service men and women and their loved ones at home

THIS WEEK AT MT. OLIVET

        

SUN 4-2      9:00am Worship and Healing Service

10:00am Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School - Adults    
    and kids

SUN 4-9       9:00am Easter Service

                               10:00am Easter Brunch

Announcements

 

Pastor Eliezer  Ortiz has office hours the week of on Tuesday and
Thursday from 9am to 5pm.  His email is eliezerdortiz@gmail.com and his
cell phone is 786-447-7994. 

Easter Sunday: There will be an Easter Brunch after worship. Volunteers
are needed to help in the kitchen and for folks to bring food.  There is a
sign-up sheet in the Sanctuary. For more info contact Gene Grell. 515-720-
8612 or Theresa Burns at 515-975-6102

Food Pantry is most in need of soups and canned fruit.

Under Cover Operation - Check out the tags for sizes of items to shop for

to fill our tote for this community wide project. There is also a bucket in the

Fellowship Hall to accept cash donations.

Operation Warm Coat  - bring your coats in for our community gathering.

We will collect coats from March 1 til September 1.

Sleep Space Stewardship requests: LED bulbs ( 40 t0 60 watts), winter

window kits, plug-in/switch plate insulator kits and plug-in safety plugs.

mailto:eliezerdortiz@gmail.com
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