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PRELUDE

Wandering Heart: "And I Hope"
Courage

Call to Worship
Yesterday we thought death had won.
Yesterday we thought all was lost.
Yesterday we thought Christ was gone.
But not today.
Today we know that love has won.
Today we know that hope is real.
Today we know that Christ is here.
We have a reason to hope.
We have a reason to sing!
Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Christ is risen today.

Confession and Forgiveness

In the Gospel of Luke, the women come to the tomb, and to their surprise,
instead of finding Jesus,
they find angels. The angels tell the women, “Jesus is not here,” and when
that answer is met with
confusion, the angels say, “Remember what he told you.” Remember. It’s
one of the words Jesus used
at his last supper, and it’s one of the first words we hear at the empty tomb.
Remember.
I think this call to remember is why we need the prayer of confession and
these words of forgiveness every single week. It’s not enough to hear of
God’s grace once. We need to hear it over and over again, week after week.
We need to be reminded that God’s grace and mercy will never run out.

So friends, let us run to God like the women ran to the tomb.
Let us tell the truth of our lives so that once again we can be reminded that
our God is a God of grace, mercy, and love. Let us pray so that we can
remember. 

Join me in the prayer of confession:

The stone is rolled away!
We assume it is a mistake.
The angels say, “He is not here!”
We assume their news is fake.
The women tell the story,
but we do not want to hear it.
Peter runs to the tomb,
but we do not understand.
Forgive us, God, for thinking an empty tomb is nothing more than a prank.

Forgive us for seeing discarded burial cloths and still holding tight to
death.
Forgive us for pushing away reasons to hope when you are alive and well in
the world.
Teach us to see what you see.
Unravel the threads of our unbelief.
Amen.

The angels tell the women, “Remember what Jesus told you.”
So, church, remember this:
You are seen.
You are forgiven.
You are held in God’s grace.
All of this is true.
Grace and mercy abound for you.
Remember this.
Amen!



Gathering Song ELW#365

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise



Prayer of the Day

God of new beginnings,

On that first Easter morning, the disciples struggled to hear the good
news. Doubt clouded their minds. Negativity took root and hope
vanished with a simple shake of their heads. 

As we return to this familiar text, help us to hear differently this
morning. Open our ears that we might hear the sound of Alleluias
ringing through this text.

Open up our minds that the mystery and joy of Easter might feel
within reach. Open up our hearts that we might believe the
unbelievable. And like Peter, in this hearing, may we move closer to
you.

God of the empty tomb, we are hungry for your good news. Speak to
us now. With hope in our hearts we listen and we pray, amen.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”
14 The LORD is my strength and my might;
    he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
16     the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
    the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live
    and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18 The LORD has punished me severely,

    but he did not give me over to death.

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
    that I may enter through them
    and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD;
    the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me
    and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD’s doing;
    it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the LORD has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.[c]

Gospel Acclamation

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+118&version=NRSVUE


The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter

Glory to you O Lord. 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body.[a] 4 While
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood
beside them. 5 The women[b] were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men[c] said to them, “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here but has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he told you, while
he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to the

hands of sinners and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then
they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all this
to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking
in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at
what had happened.[e] The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW#367
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Affirmation of Faith

We may weep through the longest nights.

We may stare at the empty tomb with more questions than answers.

We may run our fingers over the burial cloths and still long for more.

But today, we are a people of hope.

We believe in new beginnings.

We believe that the God who created the world is stronger than
death.

We believe that Jesus abides among us,

healing, teaching, and leaving fingerprints throughout this world.

We believe that a tomb could not hold him.

We believe that the sun does rise.

We believe that Peter was there

with questions, awe, and faith the size of a mustard seed.

We believe that the story is not over yet,

for God is among us.

Today we are a people of hope.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond

to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Liturgy of Communion and Prayer of the People

 When the women got to the tomb on that Easter morning they were met by

angels, who told them,
“He is not here! But remember what he told you.”

I can’t help but wonder, there in that garden as the sun rose over the trees,
if they remembered it all.

I wonder if they remembered Jesus telling 5,000 people to sit together in the
grass, passing
out baskets of fish and bread.

I wonder if they remembered how he stopped in the middle of the crowd to
ask, “Who touched
my robe?

I wonder if they remembered how he ate with Zacchaeus or scooped up the
children onto his knee.

I wonder if they remembered him teaching in the temple, telling people,
“Love your neighbor
as yourself.”

I wonder if they remembered how the wind stopped with the sound of his
voice.

I wonder if they remembered how he washed their feet and said, “This is my
body, broken for
you.”

I wonder if they remembered it all. . .

Friends, just like the women in the garden, we need those same reminders.
The suffering of the
world can erode the muscle memory of grace and welcome that we hold.
Don’t let it. Come to the
Table and remember.

Remember how Jesus fed everyone.
Remember how none were turned away.
Remember why we gather, 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Come and remember. There is room for you here.

 (brief silence) 

God of today and tomorrow, God of the garden and the tomb, God of our
faith and our doubt, we are running toward you. Like Peter on that Easter
morning, we simply cannot stay away.

So with beating hearts and wide eyes, we have arrived in this sanctuary,
bringing with us questions, hopes, joys, and concerns. Hear these prayers as
we draw closer to you.

God of the dawn, we start with our hopes:
Thank you for the gifts of this world that instill buoyancy in us. Thank you for
the curiosity of children, for the sound of your people singing in unison, for
crowded tables and neighborly kindness, for the sun after the rain, the spring
after the frost, love after loss, and faith after doubt.
Like Peter, we have countless reasons to hold onto hope. Highest among
them is the joy and promise of this day. Thank you for these holy
breadcrumbs on the journey of faith. 



However, before we found ourselves in the garden, before the joy and the
alleluias of this day,we found ourselves at the foot of the cross. So for the
things that erode our hope, for the things that stitch doubt and fear into our
hearts, we ask for your comforting hand.

Wrap your arms around all who are still locked in that upper room. Wrap
your arms around all who cannot find healing after their longest night. Wrap
your arms around all who look for reasons to hope, but cannot find those
breadcrumbs amidst reasons to grieve.

Holy God, like Peter, fan the flames of our faith. Like Peter, invite us to step
out of our boats. And like Peter, use us to care for those in need, to tell your
story, and to build a better world. We remember, and we believe. So with
awe-struck, wildly-beating, grateful hearts, we run toward you.
With feet in the garden and eyes on the cross, we pray to you, saying the
words your son taught us
to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and
eat at God’s table.

Communion Song

Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer

Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share
the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.



Benediction

Beloved wanderer,
as you leave this place,
may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve.
May you look for God in every face.
May you find the courage to get out of the boat,
to run to the tomb,
and to speak of your faith.
And when the world falls apart,
may you hear God’s voice deep within,
saying, “Take heart, it is I, be not afraid.”
You are called.
You are blessed.
In both your ups and your downs,
you always belong to God.
Go now in peace.
Go trusting that good news.
Amen

Closing Hymn ELW#619

DISMISSAL IN PEACE

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



            Easter Lilies

Earl & Kathy Bonjour in memory of Loved ones

Theresa Burns  in memory of James J. Burns Family

Lois and Lu Hoger in memory of our parents

Marlene Johnson in memory of loved ones

Stan Johnson in memory of Pat Johnson

Sally Radke in memory of Robert Radke & Lisa Fokken

Joel and Laura Samuelson in honor of the Military

Roger & Pat Smith in memory of Dan and Tina Giddes Family

Doug and Martha Stetzel in honor of our family

Darek & Carol VanKirk in memory of Pete VanKirk & Richard Harbison

SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Kimberly Belken Organist: Linda Huntington

Worship Team Leaders: The Reuters

PRAYER CONCERNS

^ Jill Onnen ^ Larry Rains ^ Sally Radke

^ Our service men and women and their loved ones at home

THIS WEEK AT MT. OLIVET

        

SUN 3-31   9:00am Worship with Holy Communion           

         10:00am Coffee Fellowship

SUN 4-7    8:45am Worship with Holy Communion

                                 10:00am Coffee Fellowship and Spring clean-up

Announcements 

Pastor Kimberly Belken: email is kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com

Cell phone: 402-312-4822 Address:3309 McKinley St. #307, Perry, IA 50220

Office hours: Monday and Thursday                                             and

Wednesday by appointment

April 7th is Spring Clean-up in and outside the church. Come help us

spruce up the church.

April 7th Worship Time is at 8:45am.
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A -711770
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